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Introduction
Türkiye’s relations with Africa have become one of 

the most rapidly transforming and institutionalized 

domains of Turkish foreign policy over the past two 

decades. This process began with the 1998 Africa Ac-

tion Plan and was placed within an institutional frame-

work with the declaration of a strategic partnership in 

2008. Today, these relations have evolved into a mul-

tidimensional foreign policy practice that must be as-

sessed not only through diplomatic rhetoric but also 

through tangible outcomes on the ground. The edited 

volume From Policy to Practice: Turkiye–Africa Rela-

tions, prepared under the editorship of Tunç Demirtaş, 

responds precisely to this need. The book stands out 

as a comprehensive edited collection that analyzes 

Turkiye –Africa relations across a broad spectrum—

from security and energy to economics and cultural 

diplomacy—moving beyond purely normative claims.

Rather than portraying Türkiye’s presence in Africa 

as temporary or solely based on humanitarian assis-

tance, the book conceptualizes it as a multi-layered 

and increasingly institutionalized partnership model. 

This perspective not only distinguishes the volume 

within the literature on Turkiye–Africa relations but 

also adds significant analytical depth to ongoing ac-

ademic debates.

The Content and 
Structure of the 
Book
The volume is composed of two main sections. The 

first section, entitled “Turkiye–Africa Relations from 

Security to Culture,” addresses the thematic and 

sectoral dimensions of these relations. The second 

section, “Turkiye’s Partnership Map in Africa,” offers 

in-depth case studies based on selected country 

examples. This structure provides methodological 

coherence by presenting a macro-level conceptual 

framework while simultaneously offering micro-level, 

field-based empirical findings.

The first section examines key issues such as defense 

industry cooperation, energy security, counterterror-

ism, migration, and cultural diplomacy. Analyses of 

defense industry cooperation, in particular, discuss 

Turkiye’s role in Africa not merely in terms of arms 

provision, but within a broader framework of a secu-

rity partner shaped by military training and capaci-

ty-building initiatives. By focusing on fragile regions 

such as the Sahel and the Lake Chad Basin, the vol-

ume illustrates how Turkiye has positioned itself as 

an alternative security partner at a time when the in-

fluence of traditional actors such as France has been 

declining.

Under the heading of energy security, the book ex-

plores the convergence between Turkiye’s strategy of 

diversifying its energy supply and African countries’ 

pursuit of expanded access to energy. Investments by 

Turkish companies across the continent—especially 

projects such as floating power plants—are analyzed 

as practical manifestations of a mutually beneficial, 

win-win cooperation model.

In the field of cultural diplomacy, alongside institution-

al actors such as TİKA, the Yunus Emre Institute, and 

the Türkiye Maarif Foundation, the volume addresses 

the concept of “First Lady Diplomacy,” which has re-

ceived relatively limited attention in the literature. At 

the same time, initiatives such as the Africa Culture 

House are examined to assess both the institutional 

and symbolic dimensions of Turkiye’s soft power.

The country studies presented in the second sec-

tion demonstrate that Turkiye–Africa relations do 

not follow a uniform or homogeneous pattern but are 

shaped by the distinct historical and political dynam-

ics of each country. Somalia emerges as one of Tur-

kiye’s most institutionalized and deep partnerships, 

particularly in the context of security sector reform 
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and state capacity-building. By contrast, the analysis 

of the Libyan case highlights the structural risks in-

herent in security cooperation, alongside the oppor-

tunities it offers. Case studies on countries such as 

Senegal, Sudan, Kenya, and Angola further reveal the 

regional diversity of Turkiye’s engagement across the 

African continent.

Methodology and 
Contribution to the 
Literature
One of the most striking methodological features of 

the volume is its hybrid approach, which integrates 

theoretical frameworks with policy practice. The con-

tributors move beyond diplomatic rhetoric by ground-

ing their analyses in field research, trade data, defense 

industry agreements, and official documents. Moreo-

ver, the inclusion of contributions by African scholars 

and individuals with direct field experience prevents 

the study from being confined to an Ankara-centric 

perspective. This approach ensures that local per-

ceptions and dynamics are meaningfully incorporated 

into the analysis.

One of the book’s most significant contributions to the 

literature lies in its analytical and rational assessment 

of Turkiye–Africa relations, rather than reproducing 

romanticized narratives. The impact of defense indus-

try exports on conflict dynamics, patterns of coopera-

tion in the fields of energy and trade, and the tangible 

outcomes of cultural diplomacy are all examined and 

substantiated with up-to-date empirical data. From 

this perspective, the volume stands out as one of the 

rare studies that discuss Turkiye’s Africa policy not 

through normative judgments, but through measura-

ble practices and concrete policy outcomes.

Critique
Despite its strong scope and analytical depth, the vol-

ume also has certain limitations. Given the heteroge-

neous nature of the African continent, which consists 

of 54 countries, it is understandable that the analysis 

concentrates on cases where Turkiye has been rela-

tively more active, such as Somalia, Libya, and Sene-

gal. However, this focus inevitably leaves the potential 

and risks associated with regions where Turkiye’s in-

fluence has been more limited—such as South Africa, 

Angola, and Equatorial Guinea—comparatively under-

explored. In addition, the predominance of energy- 

and security-oriented analyses tends to relegate so-

ciological dynamics, including the role of civil society 

and local societal responses, to a secondary position.

Conclusion
Overall, From Policy to Practice: Turkiye–Africa Rela-

tions stands out as a high-quality study that examines 

the transformation of Turkiye’s Africa policy over the 

past two decades within a framework that is consist-

ent with its practical outcomes on the ground. The 

volume demonstrates that Turkiye’s presence in Af-

rica should not be understood as a temporary orien-

tation, but rather as an institutionalized partnership 

model built upon security, energy, economic engage-

ment, and cultural diplomacy.

In this respect, the book makes a lasting contribution 

to the literature on Turkiye–Africa relations and pro-

vides a solid analytical foundation for future critical 

and theoretical research.


